THE BOOK CLUB

Resolute readers, no question

BY LYNNE PATE

hink about the last book you read. Would you (a)
put it in the fireplace, (b) put it on the bookshelf
or (¢) use it as a table leveler?

This is not subtle literary analysis, to be sure. But the
members of the Sistas Are Reading Book Club, who must
answer this question at every meeting, find it’s a light-
hearted and effective jump-start to their book discussion.

And they come prepared to answer; the group’s strict
bylaws require them to read the books.

“We want it to be a discussion of the book, not just
hanging out,” says LaVosha Payne-Prescott, president
and founder. “We're serious.”

So serious, there may also be a quiz — no report
cards, just a prize for the highest score.

Each of the nine members, who live in Passaic and
Essex counties, hosts the meeting at least once a year,

" with the host choosing the book for that month. The
group focuses on African-American authors and books by
other women of color. Titles the group has read include
the novels “Chocolate Sangria” by Tracy Price-Thomp-
son, “Selah’s Bed” by Jenoyne Adams and “Hitts & Mrs.”
by Lori Bryant Woolridge, and the nonfiction “I Say a
Prayer for Me” by Stanice Anderson.

The group recently read Brandon Massey’s vampire
tale “Dark Corner.” Massey joined the group’s discussion
by phone, as have other authors in the seven years since
the group’s founding.

Though the members choose titles from different S
genres, “We try to stay away from seif-help books,” says T . ; _ T AMANDA BROWN o =
Payne-Prescott. “We did that the first year, and by the Members of the Sistas Are Reading Book Club discuss “The Good House” at a recent meeting. s
end of the meeting everyone was crying.”

The group’s activities aren’t limited to book discus- t
sions. Sistas Are Reading also awards college schol-
arships to girls from the members’ own high schools; the
scholarships are supported by fund-raisers open to the
. public, including Mother’s Day brunches, ski trips and
bowling parties. The members also travel as a group and
took a course together in teaching literacy at the Pater- 1
son Free Public Library.

But their focus remains on enriching their lives by
sharing their love of teading. "oy : . .

“The whole thing about a book club is that if there’s The Ladies of SAR"
something (in a book) you can’t decipher, somebody else .
can,” says Payne-Prescott. “It’s also the camaraderie. We The mzs&m% Star Hmamﬁ.
each have a different personality, and that brings spice to June 1 .ou 2005
the discussion. & .

“You can just step out of your life for a while,” P H.Omﬁmoﬁedammoﬂom, 1 O‘

Below are several members’ comments on “The Good
House” by Tananarive Due.




.

Leann Cosley

“The Good House” was full of suspense. In fact I
was 50 involved with the characters and story line that
I could not put the book down. Due is a descriptive
author; when you read her words you can see the frees
moving in the wind, you can smell the scent of evil that
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envelops the characters. This book can make you won-
der if you would be as receptive as some of these char-
acters were to situations totally outside your normat
life experiences. Wk
The story is complex and centers on how a wrong
decision can affect not only the person making it but
also future generations. Did Angela experience every-
thing that occurred in the book or did the book ﬂmr
you what would have happened if she had made the
wrong decision? Perhaps the answer to that question
is not as important as the question itself. !

Kimberlin Matthews ﬁ,

1 really enjoyed the book. It kept you on your toe
because you had no idea what was going to happet
next. Due knows how to grab you and keep your inte ,
est. I enjoy reading books when the characters are be-
lievable and you can relate to where they are ooEEw
from, and Due achieved that.

In this book there was a deep connection Umgm&
the main character and her grandmother. Their rela:
tionship was like a thread that wove through the ent
tire book. I enjoyed the closeness that was portrayed
between the two characters. I felt for them and what
each one was going through. |
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Stephanie Talbot

I like Tananarive Due. She
writer, However, compared to her earlier book “My
Soul to Keep,” I did not like “The Good House.” The
story was well-written, well-researched and scary, but
it was so complex that she lost me. Ikept having to go
back to reread certain passages to put the story to-
gether. Also it delved into topics that I really don’t like
to read about: casting spells and conjuring up spirits.

I would definitely read her books again. I feel that
she is a very mature and very good writer. She knows
how to scare her readers and have them ponder if this
story could really happen. ‘

LaVosha Payne-Prescott

One of the things that draws you immediately into
Due’s works is her uncanny ability to tell a.story —
chilling one at that. She has a way of pulling you in
from the beginning with her detailed imagery, which
can leave you delightfully scared. The book at times
reveals facts that change the interpretation of earlier
scenes, so you do have to pay close attention.

The amazing thing about Due is that she show-
cases a topic that is rarely seen in current African-
American writing: the science-fiction experience, It is
such a wonderful genre. I am grateful that African-
American writers are beginning to embrace it and see
that there is an audience who loves it just as much as
they enjoy writing it,

Nicole R. Hampton

The book was excellent. The characters kept me
wanting to read throughout the night. The author’s
writing style brings you right into each scene without
making the outcome seem obvious,

I am not sure that I believe in voodoo and the spir-
its, but it seemed to work for the story. I would recom-
mend it to anyone who likes to read horror books.

Natasha Hogges
Tananarive Due continues to prove herself a gifted
horror writer, This powerful storyteller took me on a

is a very frightening

- ride that was suspenseful, thrilling and downright

. Irightening. Due slowly feeds you just enough informa-

tion to get you interested in the characters, enough to
keep you wanting more. :

Jawana Hardwick
Due has outdone herself once again. She believes in
allowing the reader to see inside each character and to
give them a voice. Once you understand each charac-
ter and their responsibility to the book’s overall pur-
pose, then you understand their actions, Angela’s rela-
tionship to all of the characters was key to this book’s
success.

The tale was told so well that the ending made you
wonder about what really happened. I guess that is
. what an author wants — for her readers to think about

itha hanlk Tanm affawbboaca . .




